The ebegant 1O
Sguare Mator Dvéva
buries her rail an
route bo The Baths
[top). The Eving is
ensy atthe BEYL
Mafth, whera viaws
from the guest
houses reveal salt
ko r amd trosle
winds (middie). The
§ign says it nlk: CIt's
lepondary!™ (right)
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PRO-AM REGATTA

STORY BY DAVID SCHMIDT
FHOTOS BY PALULLEE

A LOOK AT THE BITTER

END YACHT CLUB’S =
20TH-ANNIVERSARY
PRO-AM REGATTA

ol g

FRIENDLY
COMPETITION

CREEEEEEEEEEK.

Five Deads snop toward the boem as an cerie sownd amanatss fom the ;ﬁ:rmlt LT
Freedom: 30 Thewe were onc: [our bolts binding the boom 16 the fitting, bu: now ouly tw
remain, and, judging fom the groass of hmlamm:ﬂjm1¢lhhhm marriags that
will likely be zeparaed by Geah. And soon.
“Traveler up, main o two inches,” baris Rod Johnstone Iglmut aer at our skipper

1% obwinus that hes weighing the benefits of good m1ngﬂrﬂlr,gj.r aguine the respect of _
mechanical faifure. The Canbhean trafe winds are-hlowing a comstant 14 koos, and twi -
other imeadam 30s, one shappered by boat designer Bruce Kirhy and the o her by Clyrne
- = great Heath Musto, are in close pursisit. O boot vy be self-destiocting, hlaur.!.'h:ppu

r:;:r:l:l:::h.:.e: ia et abwoin 1o conocde delea Aliee all, wr har:dﬂ'. WO T ch_u-h mibrsig, distance mwos

4 | fnoin the Biser Fod Yechi Club 1o The Bathes, m\‘qﬂnﬁmﬂ.ﬂ.ﬁ}nmh\vﬂm :tndnm -
wie're on trsde Lo top the entire fleet. Frovided, of courge, our Doom helds ‘mlh!'r While
g amaral Pio-Am regalta i about meting sew pecpls and casusl racing with the words.
it sailors, there’s nothing relaxed about the nvalry playmng ou here i MNorth Scund

- L
"‘Il ||\.||""

AUGLUST 2007 SAILMAGAZINE.COM 55



BRUCE KIREY

e Borgrt e rpcer

PALIL CAVARD
Stored salor and
Mgraerica’s Cup veberan

DANYH IRILEY
Arrerica’s Cupper and
S Mranciscoe local

DAYE FERRY
Aacing mubes gury arel
chrmmpeen sadnr

MARY + CHRIS FRETE
Frturming A champs
froem S006

AW DURDEM
San Diags local ard
W artin 242 sador

LINERS DOLERAN
S Lowss saior and
12 wir PrieAdr et

Fesnimyenind beirt dasignar

..l |1.J'|..J ".I
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LRI ERN,

i3 _h,.,lﬂﬁ.c
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THE BITTER END YACHT CLUB
(BEYC) i stouaed on Vimgin Gordas porth-
ern shore on sheltered Morth Sound,
bounded by Prickly Pear kland, Saba Rock,
anid hosguito ksland. Biras Creek bisects
tie islands mountainos fise o the seuth-
wesl and serves os a constant wind funel,
||r||'.-|.|'. ng tricky irchore condinions. The
clicheéd descriptions are all accurate: Yes,
Lite wailer is burguotse; yes, the made winds
I'i|:'\l'J.'J|:!:‘\.|:b 10k 15 L:n_'.:;,.;.d'!'.h,_-,' lommg, s,
the islands nse hike jewels from 1he sea; yes,
the hardest decision you'll male all day =
whether to ke oot o Laser or 3 Hobse Wase
before lunch, Life cam be rough

WWihat 't cliched, howeser, is the gt
of characters who have gathered for (he
BETCS 2ih annual Pro-Am Regacca. Many
greats, from “Junioss” ke Bussell Coutts
and Faul Coyurd to “Masiers,” whose ranks
inchade Lowell Morth, Rod Johnstone,

wich Ulmer, and Broce Kirby, are o0
hand, eager to panicipate in four days of
casual mcing and socializing with the
“smateors.” many of whom are excellem
gailors 1 their owm right.

“Thene ane pleniy of prolesslonal ssilors
whin aren't nice people ” sald |ohn Glvan,
the REYCR Darecior of Poblic Belsuons
and Special Events, one momming belors rae-
ing, “And they don't pel invited 1o il Pro
A Wi mve insmanions anly wo peeple e
are mat onky great safloes, bul also excitedd
aboun sharing wheat they koo™ Glhynak weords
peove trae, Wihere else can a visiting sailos
st beside the Cuomuodgecn himsell {Tom
Lewschk}at brealdsst, gt invied to-sail wigh
recing gresl Lowell North in the morming,
crew [or Dawn Riley in the afternoon’s
fleet Tacing, and then engoy dninks with svery-
one: i the evening?

As exciting as crewnn lor the ros mey
b, it b the arnateurs who often poodile the
mcst enlenainment. Cne ol the Pro-Am'b
ehrarws i that every Am hoas a chance 1o sam
a free veturn mp the lollowing year by
winring the Musto Souttleltt Sailsg Clls
Championship. As might be predicred,
this sub-event has its own et of fingess,
muanry of whom armve with just one goal in
mingl; 1o win & free ride back o pansdize
the lallowang vear

Iake, for example. Chris Freiz [rom
e Jersy Tn 2004 be anad his wife, Mary
visited the BEYC on their honeymoon
ureraane that the Pro-fam was iking place
Chiris came close towinning thar firs year,
50 Lhey returmed in 3005, The second vear
he was sucorsshil, and now, tn their third
cotsecutive year, they s enjoying the
benefits of Lo v viclorg But Chris is
o racers racer and already has his eve on
NEXt years vacation.

Enter James from England. He and his
wille arrived at the Bicer End on thels
kemeymoon {they wene on @ charter}, coa-
PEfL 1 Croese |u| 1 week anid also un
avware Lhat the ProcArm was unfolding tha
simie week, "My whole world is sailing ”
James s2id one night over dinner, “50 you
i [t iy surprise when [anved and
saw Paal [Cavard] smring with his wife and
cdauglaer. Then | sw Bodd [Jehnsione] . and
I knew something was up.™ While James
might have been caught unaveare by the
clabs guest Bst, be was more than prepared
for the Musto Scuttlebuti champlonship,
i which he placed well dunng the firs few
dae, even though he wasnt, & nommally
required, g BEYC guest [ihe club fs pen-
erous when 51 comes o sl .Inﬂ'l A I'ru;'ndl'lc
cormpelitun unfolded between Chris
James, anc Jim Barden, & Marin 242
aailor from San Diego, but ihis didnt leep
these koes on the course from having
multi-kour dinner conversations that en-
eompaksed all aspecis of sailing

Corsiclerirg the (ot thas lamess nearwlz
plrmed the entize honeymoon, plus the &t
that she doesnl ce, kb safe 1o sy thae their
meeTiepe is ol to 2 pood stan. Shom of hea
eyinooning i Vilencs, Spam, m oy of K07,
James could not have found himsell in
beter siling company

a0, IS THIS YOUR FIRST
YEAR AT THE PRO-AM?"

This is the quesiion everyone asked every
one elie during my stay. Funher Invessi-
garen tevisaled its soures Many of 1
afe nelurning vetemns, bured ok by the

W S

[rEmTIiSE of periect sulmg conditions, the
Gppatinity 1o eam from the world's s
satlors, the chamce to socialize with ocher



9,

arrabeurs [rom proand the world, and the
magical experience that is the Bitter End’
rrademark. Several of them have crested
the one-decade mark: Jibby, 1 Yogling
salbar from Mew Yark, has been a repeat
cusiomer since 1980 Linda, from 51,
Logis, is celebrating her twellth Pro-Am
Ty ait uig L Prvs [ sermed s cortam himg
al legacy as they recalled the fun of pre
WIOUS YiEars.

The Pro-Am encompasses Neel nac-
ing, dimance racing, and match-racing
events, Many of the setumning Ams alnedy
bave thelr schedules plansed our, and i
s becomes obvious who has this svent
dealed in amd who s experencing it bor
the first time.
iz with the Pros is wslching thom scresw
up,” srys Chis Breez. o clon leam much
when everything gocs well because they

“The kest part abour sail-

hawe thimgs ander contiol, 1% when they
have a bad stam o hlew a Tayline that you
Bz the roesl. Seetng whan they do v neel
iy iy bcsats
this evend.”
Apparently this apprenticeship patd
off, as Chiis managed to beat dut Jim by a
mene: o for thee winning teloet wo the 2007

even. [hem were handshakes and smiles

ROD JOHNSTORNE (DEDIRG)
Daglgnor of tha 124 and founder of 1/Edats

alk arcning; the mumner-up (im) was avanded
a bematiful Corum watch, and the wiself-
cil bronge-medal winner [James) woak
home his lowely bricle warh 2 famiasic sense
of vacation planning. When everyone
ermerges o winner, the normaal boamedaries
o competilicn collipee, replacee wnh 2 sense
ol sharzg that is rare in the world of com
Pl -q|'|||:|_;
TINR. 1 warch with 2 sinldng feeling as
o ol £ mowe-shicaresd hali heads ||||.|.|1._~.
oo the deck, bownoess onee, and oambles
overboard, & mere hall-mile separates
our tired nif froen line Ronors, bus this glo
O olicone is I...'.;II:, ceriain: a 1q 1k
glanice astein meveals Kelth Mustos Free-
dom 30 just four boaslengihe behind us,
with Brace Kilit}--. o cijLid distance
behing Musto. T know that o the bols sheer,

wr hieady bead will dissabe into the
LCanbbean echer

tacks.” Ko
svs, i taking bis attension off his wsk

“Let mee know i Mursiy

as slkeipper for o second. Ths eves ausomat-
jcally glance [rom mainsail b il e howi-
Zinft, sevwing dny suble change that mighd
urther threaten our delicate :'|.||m._; |

death -.'-:'.i',:-l:|'...' Eritinsheet '.l.-,|.r-'|g_';1u|‘||.=\.':|

slack il necessary, The separation betweer
Uz B andd 1he pxseneck & now so greas
that I could pass my entire hand rhrough
the apetdng, and | know tha il il weren'’t
bor vur unconventional use of upwind
Doomvang pressure, our boom would
ltkoely be joining the balr head at the boa-
wom of the sea
=5-'::'1 Es The pumntel, rochets around Hhe
;1'--!:=::|| |':.|:._ and chreers enapd Inem our
cicw, i |.:_|.|||.'-|'-.'~--.| o, Fowd, wihieris obvionashy
iheaseed with hie creas pecfarmaince, “Lets
aeL st redsn dosm,” Bod sy, b i il
iresh on his Gice. “The boom doesot oo
us anything else " Wik that the sl s Lo
ered, the tron genny b= Bred up, and our
mitte pad coew ietines 1ohe b for mnsdslick=

Fodk (avoriie], beer (the crews: Bvoriie).

and a happy recap of the dayk event. That
15, wilil someone meitions that there are
still thieee ouone days of mcing. Thenall a

LR LIEE| ||l-.".'|'.|"r'g.' s bo Pro-Aam weler

ans o et the SN O DO o sClivities
W clink gleecs il savor the [act then bere,
at the Pro-Am, all saibors emerge beter of]
than when they armved, bolsiered by the
experience of sailing with their beroes any

hy the friendships they form. 2
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